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ATTENTION: AWARD WINNERS HAVE NOT YET BEEN INFORMED. 
>> EMBARGO UNTIL 18 OCTOBER, 8 PM <<

EUR 45,000 in start-up aid for social entrepreneurs 
Award ceremony with start-up exhibition: KfW Stiftung and Social Impact gGmbH honour social entrepreneurs in Frankfurt with the “Special Impact Award”
· KfW Stiftung and Social Impact gGmbH award prize money to flagship projects under the “ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland” and “AndersGründer” support programmes.
· Around 15 social start-ups presented their business models at an exhibition, on stage and in a live pitch, showing a wealth of successful business ideas about how to integrate refugees economically and solve additional social and societal challenges.
· The “Special Impact Award” was awarded in three categories, presented by the patron of the programme, the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, and the City of Frankfurt.
18 October 2018   This year, the “Special Impact Award” ceremony was held in the recently opened Villa 102. KfW Stiftung and Social Impact gGmbH conferred the award for social entrepreneurs to flagship projects under the “ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland” and “AndersGründer” support programmes. With their business models, the grant holders aim to tackle many different social and societal problems through sustainable and scalable business solutions. The teams received training in five Social Impact Labs located across Germany. The awards were presented by distinguished personalities including the patron of the programme; the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, represented by Dr Matthias Koehler; Sylvia Weber, City Councillor for Integration and Education in Frankfurt/Main; Dr Ingrid Hengster, Board of KfW and of KfW Stiftung; and Norbert Kunz, Managing Director of Social Impact gGmbH. 
1. In the “ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland” category, the “Special Impact Award” including EUR 20,000 in prize money for the development of outstanding innovative and (social) entrepreneurial solutions improving refugees’ access to education, training and the job market in Germany is awarded to the team “Bridges – Musik verbindet” in Frankfurt. The initiative brings together professional musicians with and without a refugee background on an equal level, generates opportunities for employment through concerts and teaching assignments, and promotes intercultural dialogue. In addition, “Bridges – Musik verbindet” campaigns for fair payment for professional musicians.
2. In the “AndersGründer” category, a prize of EUR 20,000 is awarded to the Duisburg-based team “1001plateau” for the development of a solution to a social problem and the translation of the idea into a sustainable business model. It offers psychosocial assistance to people who feel in need of support and are queer, trans- or intersexual. In addition, 1001plateau is dedicated to strengthening the idea of sexual diversity in public discourse in order to eliminate prejudice and discrimination.
3. In the “Community Award” category, selected by the online community of the two grant programmes “AndersGründer” and “ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland”, the prize of EUR 5,000 is awarded to the project “ZuBaKa” in Frankfurt. Providing a “Toolkit to secure the future of newly arrived refugees”, the team helps young immigrants and refugees to start school or enter a profession successfully and participate in society. Together with schools and other local institutions, the foundation for successful integration is thus laid. 
KfW Stiftung is one of the few foundations in Germany that funds the infrastructure needed to train social entrepreneurs and to establish networks. While the range of issues addressed by the start-up businesses of its support programme is remarkable, their results are just as impressive: 
· In the three years of KfW Stiftung’s start-up support programme, 39 specially trained “ANKOMMER” teams have reached more than 9,000 people with a refugee background. 
· With the help of the social start-ups supported by KfW Stiftung, 371 refugees gained access to the job market. Today, they have either found permanent employment or a temporary position, provide services on a fee basis or work as freelancers. 
· Since 2015, more than 500 people with a refugee background were successfully placed in training positions. Many of them even received training from the young social start-up businesses themselves. 
· Around 8,200 people were trained thanks to other support services which helped in gaining entry qualifications, legal advice or language tuition. 
The success of “AndersGründer” is equally impressive: 
· Of the 91 teams included in the programme, 56 have already successfully set up their businesses and have succeeded in maintaining their position in the market. Nearly 50 per cent of the entrepreneurs are women.
The guests at the award ceremony could get a first-hand impression of the social impact made by the social entrepreneurs with their business ideas about how to solve the challenges faced by society today. In three panel discussions with prominent representatives from the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, and the City of Frankfurt/Main, the grant holders from previous years discussed the whole spectrum of business solutions. They focused on three key topics: “opportunities for the economic integration of refugees through new start-up businesses”, “particular challenges in integrating female refugees” and “refugees and people who are at home here – a change of perspective”. The journalist and evening’s host Hatice Akyün got involved in the discussion by sharing her own personal story of migration. 
At the accompanying social start-up exhibition, the teams sponsored by KfW Stiftung presented a great variety of business ideas. For example, as the first German children’s book publisher of its kind, “neunmalklug verlag” in Mannheim prints its books according to the cradle-to-cradle approach. All of the materials used in the books have undergone tests to ascertain their environmental sustainability and that there is no risk to health. All books are made entirely from materials that are 100% compliant to the biological cycle. “Stadtteilfabrik” designs and builds furniture from junk in order to promote the sustainable use of bulky waste in the neighbourhood Eltingviertel in Essen. The aim of the project is to advance the aesthetic, social and cultural development of the neighbourhood, where many socially disadvantaged people live together. There are plans for the future to transfer the model to other German cities and to create a neighbourhood factory as a makerspace for urban design where collaborations between citizens, schools, various institutions or companies can flourish. 
Detailed information on the Special Impact Award and the digital press space including photos of the winning teams and of the ceremony (after 9 pm) can be found at www.specialimpactaward.eu/presse.
We are happy to assist in arranging interviews with the winners, other grant holders or the programme initiators even after the award ceremony. 
For further information please consult www.specialimpactaward.eu,
www.ankommer.eu and www.andersgruender.eu.
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About Social Impact gGmbH


The non-profit organisation Social Impact gGmbH develops products and services aimed at ensuring the sustainability of our society and bridging the social gap. Social Impact gGmbH provides start-up support for people from disadvantaged backgrounds and helps to develop the infrastructure required to advance social innovation. In addition to setting up Social Impact Labs, it focuses on developing and implementing programmes to support start-up businesses and provide training tailored to meet the needs of specific target groups. So far these start-up and networking centres have been set up in Berlin, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Leipzig, Potsdam, Duisburg, Stuttgart, Bremen and Munich.


 For further information please consult� HYPERLINK "http://www.socialimpact.eu" �� www.socialimpact.eu� 





About KfW Stiftung


KfW Stiftung is devoted to finding solutions to the major social challenges facing our world today, such as climate and environmental protection, demographic change and globalisation. The foundation’s guiding principle throughout is “Take Responsibility – Develop Diversity”. Accordingly, it develops its own projects to tackle these important issues. It not only supports initiatives that question established patterns, but it also identifies alternative strategies and offers platforms to connect people with others in ways that transcend boundaries. The purpose of the foundation is to promote solutions in the following areas: responsible entrepreneurship, social commitment, environment and climate as well as art and culture.


 For further information please consult� HYPERLINK "http://www.kfw-stiftung.de" �� www.kfw-stiftung.de� 
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