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Social start-ups: quick and effective solutions for the economic integration of refugees 
· With 15 new start-up teams, KfW Stiftung and Social Impact gGmbH are continuing with the grant programme "ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland" ("ANKOMMER: Opening up prospects in Germany"), with the Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Sigmar Gabriel, as its patron.
· “Special Impact Awards” endowed with a total of EUR 45,000 are on offer for ANKOMMER projects, as well as for social entrepreneurs who with the support of KfW Stiftung are gaining the necessary qualifications in the Social Impact Labs located in Frankfurt and Duisburg.
Arriving means more than just being welcome. It means becoming part of a community and engaging in society and the labour market. This is the only way to lead a self-determined life. The "ANKOMMER. Perspektive Deutschland" grant programme was started in 2015. It is aimed at aspiring start-ups and (social) entrepreneurial initiatives that use innovative and transferable approaches to providing refugees with improved access to education, in addition to expanding the range of available training and job places for this target group.
Out of around 100 applications to the 2016/2017 ANKOMMER programme, 15 very different start-up teams were selected. A quantitative and qualitative analysis of the applications, as well as the experience gained from cooperation with the 14 ANKOMMER teams from 2015/2016 make it possible to determine the areas in which refugees are becoming economically integrated:

The economic integration of refugees requires high levels of support and advice. Social start-ups and social entrepreneurship initiatives make a personal commitment to meeting the needs of refugees, helping to clarify labour and immigration issues. They are therefore much more flexible in recruiting refugees than larger companies.
Gastronomy and trades are the strongest sectors for rapid and sustainable integration. Social start-ups focus in particular on developing projects in the gastronomy and trade sectors. These sectors lack manpower, they have low-level entry requirements, and language barriers are not a serious factor. These fields also provide the opportunity to learn from one another.
People with an immigration and refugee background are actively participating in developing solutions. In over half of the 100 start-up teams that have applied for the ANKOMMER grant, at least one member has an immigration/refugee background.
Cooperation and exchanging experience are important. Social start-ups and social entrepreneurial initiatives seek to solve social problems. They cooperate with other projects and initiatives and focus early on scaling their solutions. Therefore, they play an important role in the development and scaling of social innovation for the integration of refugees into the labour market.
Men have greater access to opportunities for economic integration. Consequently, there is great demand for opportunities for women, which then deliver significant integration benefits if child care is also provided.
Volunteering is the basis for the foundation of social enterprises. The vast majority of the start-up teams in the ANKOMMER programme were previously engaged in providing voluntary refugee support. Their experiences and insights from this commitment form the basis for their social-entrepreneurial ideas. In creating a social enterprise, they are seeking to transfer that commitment to sustainable structures for integrating refugees.
The ANKOMMER projects show that social entrepreneurs are making an increasingly important contribution to economic development and structure in Germany and that they are essential to solving urgent social problems as innovators not only in the area of integration. For this reason, the “Special Impact Award” established by KfW Stiftung and Social Impact and endowed with a total starting amount of EUR 45,000, will target two groups of start-ups:

A flagship project for the economic integration of refugees from the latest ANKOMMER grant holding teams 2016/2017.
A flagship project with exceptional social impact from among "AndersGründer". These are budding social entrepreneurs who are gaining the necessary qualifications with the support of KfW Stiftung at the Social Impact Labs located in Frankfurt and Duisburg.
The awards will be presented on June 6, 2017, in Frankfurt.
For images from the press conference (starting at approx. 1 pm), a fact sheet, detailed information on the project, as well as profiles of the start-up teams, please go to our media area at www.ankommer.eu/presse
We would be very pleased to arrange interviews with the grant holders or the programme initiators for you.

About the ANKOMMER grant:

The grant covers a term of up to eight months and comprises services worth the equivalent of EUR 12,500. This includes coaching, vocational consulting, workshops, and a place in a co-working space in the Social Impact gGmbH Labs, including locations in Berlin, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Leipzig and soon Duisburg. After the grant, there is the option to take part in a tandem programme: Partners from the business world and the third sector work together with the grant holders to develop solutions that enable them to set their projects in motion.
 You can find further information at www.ankommer.eu
About KfW Stiftung

KfW Stiftung is a foundation that deals with major social challenges. These include environmental and climate protection, demographic change and globalisation. Following the principle "taking responsibility – creating diversity", it develops its own projects around these core issues. It promotes initiatives that challenge existing patterns, develops concepts for alternative action and provides platforms for cross-border exchanges. The purpose of the foundation includes the areas of responsible entrepreneurship, social commitment, environment and climate, as well as arts and culture.
 You can find further information at www.kfw-stiftung.de
About Social Impact gGmbH

The non-profit organisation Social Impact gGmbH develops products and services aimed at ensuring the sustainability of our society and social balance. In addition to promoting start-up support for people from disadvantaged circumstances, Social Impact gGmbH works to develop infrastructure for promoting social innovation. Its activities are focused on developing and implementing targeted start-up and qualification programmes and on establishing Social Impact Labs. So far, these start-up and networking centres have been established in Berlin, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Leipzig, Potsdam and Duisburg.
 You can find further information at www.socialimpact.eu
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